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Vickie J. Lewis
President and CEQ, YMX International,
LLC. in Detroit

Her business: YhMX International iz an
environmental engineering firm specializing
in wwaste management. In 2005, Wi won
the Mational A=s=sociation of YWamen
Buziness Owwner's YWarrior Lvward as one
of the top 10 woman-owned buzsineszes.

How she got started: Years ago, after
being downszized at her previous waste
management business, Lewis "saw an
apportunity” to start anew ina familiar field.

On being female in the business

world: Being in a male dominated business does have itz downfallz. "Many, many
times we felt like there were advantages [for men] becausze ... ot of deals are
struck not inthe office but out =omewhere elze " Lewiz notes. Lewiz believes
howwewer that, warking with her clients, she has "built & reputation for zervice, and
that's biow ywou get additional contracts "

Life lessons that have helped her in business: Branching out on her awn
taught Lewis that "vou have to build a great support zvstem. You have to hand
zelect the people that wark with wou that believe in your vizion, that understand
the direction of your company and that have the zame type of drive in order to
move the campany farvward. it really iz all about the people you swork with "



